
Centurion Lake Declaration  
Preamble  

One of the major constraints identified at the Medicinal Plants Forum for 
Commonwealth Africa held in Cape Town in 2000 was the lack of suitable technical 
specifications and quality control standards for African medicinal plants and herbal 
medicines. The lack of such standards was considered to be a major constraint on 
regional and international trade and an important barrier to integrating traditional 
medicine into African public health services.   

In an attempt to overcome this problem the ACP-EU Centre for the Development of 
Enterprise (CDE) in collaboration the Technical Centre for Agriculture and Rural Co-
operation (CTA) agreed to part finance a two phase project to prepare 50 herbal 
product profiles/standards for key African Medicinal Plants. These profiles will include 
most of the important African plants presently traded as well as others judged to be of 
sustainable long term importance. The profiles combine information normally contained 
in drug monographs with data usually found in medicinal plant trade specifications and 
quality control sheets.   

CDE contracted the Phytomedicine Programme at the University of Pretoria to begin 
preparing these profiles in association with other medicinal plant specialists from 
African and Europe. A meeting to review progress on the first 23 herbal profiles was 
organised at Centurion Lake in South Africa in May 2005. Twenty seven experts were 
invited to the meeting who unanimously agreed to sign the following declaration.  

DECLARATION  

We the undersigned with a view to improving the health, safety, welfare and livelihood 
of the people of Africa hereby declare the intention:  

To establish an Association with a registered office in Mauritius to support the 
African herbal industry and regulatory authorities by developing quality control and 
quality assurance standards for African medicinal plants and herbal medicines.  

To offer membership of the newly formed association to any individual or 
organisations dedicated to the establishment of such standards and to the creation 
of an African Herbal Pharmacopoeia   

To jointly review and promote the 23 African herbal profiles currently being 
prepared by the Department of Phytomedicine, University of Pretoria. These herbal 
profiles include plants of African origin which are considered of regional and 
international importance and which can be sustainably sourced in Africa.  
(See List A)  

To raise funds to prepare and disseminate a further 30 African herbal profiles 
selected by the founding members of the association at the Centurion Lake Hotel 
review meeting on May 2005. (See List B)  

To prepare and publish an African Herbal Pharmacopoeia as a living data-base 
drawn initially from the 53 herbal profiles mentioned in List A & B and to promote its 
use nationally and internationally.  

To help obtain international acceptance of these herbal standards and the 
subsequent herbal pharmacopoeia and to lobby health authorities throughout Africa 



to use such standards to facilitate licensing safe and effective herbal medicines in 
Africa  

To promote capacity building in Africa for the establishment of regional training 
centres for certification, compliance and quality control of herbal medicines.  

To promote the safe, sustainable national and international trade in the fifty profiled 
African medicinal plants  

To carry out any other activities deemed by the members of the association as 
required to further the objectives of the Association.  

Signed by  

Prof Berhanu Abegaz 
Dept of Chemistry  
University of Botswana 
Gaborone, Botswana 
Email:abegazb@mopipi.ub.bw  

Prof Marian Addy 
University of Ghana 
Legon, Ghana 
Email:costed@ghana.com  

Ms Ngozi Aligwekwe  
Bioresources Conservation and 
Development Programme 
110 Aku Road,  
Nsukka, Nigeria 
Email:naligwekwe@yahoo.com  

Mr Victor Attafua 
Vicdoris Pharmaceuticals 
71 Ring Road Central 
Accra-North, Ghana 
Email:vicwad@myzipnet.com  

Mr Thomas Brendler 
Planta Phile 
Waldseeweg 6 
13467 Berlin, Germany 
Email:info@plantaphile.com  

Mr Simon Byanyuma 
Tabeco International 
PPF House: 4th Floor 
Morogoro Rd/Samora Avenue 
Dar es Salaam, Tanzania 
Email:tabeco@intafrica.com  

Mr Tom Chapman 
Essential Nutrition 
Bank House, Saltgrounds Road 
Brough, East Yorkshire, UK 
Email:tom.chapman@essentialnutrition.
co.uk 

Prof Ermias Dagne 
Ariti Herbal Products 
P.O Box 101419 
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 
Email:erda@chem.aau.edu.et  

Prof Drissa Diallo 
Department of Traditional Medicine 
BP 1746 Bamako, Mali 
Email: badri_diallo@yahoo.fr  

Mr Pierre Du Plessis 
CRIAA SA-DC 
Windhoek, Namibia 
Email:pierre@criaasadc.org  

Prof Kobus Eloff 
Phytomedicine Programme  
University of Pretoria 
Onderstepoort 0110, South Africa 
Email:kobus.eloff@.up.ac.za  

Dr Mohamed H Farah 
WHO Drug Monitoring Centre 
Stora Torget 3 
75320 Uppsala, Sweden 
Email:mohamed.farah@who-umc.org  

Mr Ulrich Feiter 
Parceval Pharmaceuticals 
Wellington 7654, South Africa 
Email:ulrich.feiter@paraceval.co.za  

Dr Nigel Gericke 
Phyto Nova (Pty) Ltd 
Sun Valley 7985 
Cape Town, South Africa 
Email:ngericke@mweb.co.za      



Dr Jack Githae 
School of Alternative Medicine and 
Technology 
Nyeri, Kenya 
Email:kaguugithae@yahoo.com  

Prof Ameenah Gurib-Fakim 
University of Mauritius 
Reduit, Mauritius 
Email:fakima@uom.ac.mu  

Prof Peter Houghton 
Department of Pharmacy  
King's College London,  
London SE1 9NN, UK 
Email:peter.houghton@kcl.ac.uk  

Mr L Denzil Phillips 
Denzil Phillips International Ltd 
25 Stanmore Gardens 
Richmond, Surrey, UK 
Email:denzil@denzil.com  

Prof Philippe Rasoanaivo  
Institut Malgache de Recherche 
Applique 
Antananarivo, Madagascar 
Email:rafita@wanadoo.mg  

Dr Archibald A. Sittie 
Council for Scientific Research into 
Plant Medicine 
Mampong-Akuapem, Ghana 
Email:csrpm@ghana.coml  

Dr Elzabe Stoffberg 
Natura Laboratory 
Menlo Park 0102 
Pretoria, South Africa 
Email: estoffberg@natura.co.za     

Prof Gerry Swan 
Department of Paraclinical Sciences 
University of Pretoria 
Private Bag X04, Onderstepoort 0110 
Pretoria, South Africa 
Email:gerry.swan@up.ac.za  

Dr Diane Robertson 
Wholistic Herb Association 
8 Haughton Avenue 
Kingston 10, Jamaica 
Email:diane.robertson@gmail.com  

Dr Gilbertha St Rose 
Caribbean Herb Business Association 
Lower Clarke Street 
Vieux-Fort, St Lucia 
Email:gsr@candw.lc  

Prof Roy Van Brummelen 
Biomox Pharmaceuticals 
Silverton Dale, South Africa 
Email:Biomox@pixie.co.za  

Prof Ben-Erik Van Wyk 
Botany Department 
University of Johannesburg 
Johannesburg, South Africa 
Email:bevw@na.rau.ac.za  

Prof Arnold J Vlietinck   
Universiteit van Antwerpen 
Universiteitsplein 1 
2610 Antwerpen, Belgium 
Email: arnold.vlietinck@ua.ac.be  

Prof Charles Wambebe 
International Biomedical Research in 
Africa. 
18 Aso Drive 
Abuja, Nigeria 
Email:wambebe@yahoo.com   


